
When parents bless their children, it is customary to recite the fifteen words of 
"Birkat Kohanim" (the priestly blessing - "Yebarechecha Hashem Ve'yishmere-
cha.").  The work "Keter Shem Tob" (p. 212) writes that the parent places his 
palm on the child's head while reciting this blessing because the hand has four-
teen joints, and so together with the palm he places fifteen joints on the child's 
head.  This act is thus symbolic of the hope that the fifteen words of "Birkat 
Kohamim" shall be bestowed upon the child's head. 
 
 
there are 4 DIP's (distal interphalangeal joints), 4 PIP's (proximal interpha-
langeal joints), 1 IP (interphalangeal) in the thumb, 5 MP's 
(metacarpophalangeal) = 14 
then add the wrist joint = 15! 
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